NEVADA DIVISION of PUBLIC
and BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

NEISSERIA GONORRHOEAE (NG) CULTURE AND ANTIMICROBIAL SUSCEPTIBILITY
TESTING (AST) RESOURCES FOR NEVADA HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

Antimicrobial resistance in Neisseria gonorrhoeae continues to rise nationally, making NG culture and
antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) valuable tools when evaluating suspected treatment failure,
rapid reinfection, or possible disseminated infection.

Because N. gonorrhoeae requires specific environmental conditions, not all laboratories can perform
culture or AST. To support Nevada clinicians, the State of Nevada, Division of Public and Behavioral Health
(DPBH), Office of State Epidemiology (OSE) provides the following guidance on available testing options.

DPBH subgrants funding to the Southern Nevada Public Health Laboratory (SNPHL) to offer NG culture
and AST services. Providers in rural and frontier counties, as well as those outside Southern Nevada, may
also coordinate with their Local Health Authority (LHA) to determine appropriate submission pathways.

DPBH and OSE does not endorse any commercial laboratory.

For questions or assistance identifying appropriate testing routes, contact dpbhepi@health.nv.gov or visit
nvose.org.



https://nvose.org/
https://www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/programs/southern-nevada-public-health-laboratory/
https://nvose.org/report-a-case/
mailto:dpbhepi@health.nv.gov
https://nvose.org/
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*Antibiotic Abbreviations: AZM-Azithromycin, CFM-Cefixime, CRO- Ceftriaxone, CIP -Ciprofloxacin, TET-
Tetracycline, PCN- Penicillin, OFX- Ofloxacin

Table 1. Nevada Laboratories Offering NG Culture and/or Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing (AST)

Laboratory Test Offered Specimen Sources Submission Process Additional Notes
Southern Nevada Public NG culture w/AST for Isolates from Urethral, Complete Notification of | All NG testing is
Health Laboratory CRO and CFM* cervical, vaginal, pharynx, | Suspected Gonorrhea performed free of charge
rectal and sterile body Treatment Failure Form | for providers as part of
Website sites on nvose.org prior to SNPHL's CDC ELC grant
Phone: 702-759-1020 submission. funded activities.
Clinical Lab: 702-759-1140
Fax: 702-759-1444 Contact LHA or 702-759- | *Isolates may be
1020 on how submit submitted to an ARLN
sample to SNPHL. reference lab for
additional AST testing.

Table 2. Commercial Laboratories Offering NG Culture and/or Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing

(AST)
Laboratory Test Offered Specimen Sources Submission Process Additional Notes
Quest Diagnostics NG culture w/ AST for Blood, conjunctiva, Use test 38404 (CPT Requires delivery of
CRO, CFM, CIP, OFX; cervical, pharynx, rectal, | 87081) Quest Test specimen to Quest
Contact online urethral, sterile body Directory (use Amies gel | within 24 hours.
AST-only available fluid or ESwab)
(94587) Culture performed at
AST done extra charge | Sacramento and West
[CPT 87185, 87181 (x4)] Hills sites.
Labcorp NG culture w/ AST for Body fluid, discharge, Use test code 008128 Specimen must be
CFM, CRO, CIP, TET pus, genital lesions, using Amies Gel or by received within 72
Contact online via: urethral discharge, anus, | inoculating Jembec or hours, but ideally 24
LabCorp Help for Providers throat MTM w/ Gaspak. hours.
Phone: 800-859-7001



https://www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/programs/southern-nevada-public-health-laboratory/
https://nvose.org/programs/sexually-transmitted-disease-surveillance/
https://nvose.org/programs/sexually-transmitted-disease-surveillance/
https://nvose.org/programs/sexually-transmitted-disease-surveillance/
https://nvose.org/programs/sexually-transmitted-disease-surveillance/
https://www.questdiagnostics.com/contact-us
https://testdirectory.questdiagnostics.com/test/home
https://testdirectory.questdiagnostics.com/test/home
https://testdirectory.questdiagnostics.com/test/home
https://www.labcorp.com/help/contact-info-for-provider/provider-inquiry
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Lab Workflow: Submit
NG culture (008128).
When NG is isolated, the
provider must request
AST separately (183130).
AST is not automatic
and takes 3-5 days after
the request.

NG cultures are only
stored for 7 days, and
then disposed.

ARUP Laboratories (Utah)

General info: (800) 522-2787
clientservices@aruplab.com

Bacteriology Dept: (801) 583-
2787 x2350

NG culture only

Any body site or fluid

Culture test code:
0060714

Must call Bacteriology
Dept prior to sending.
No requisition needed.

Only nutritive
specimens accepted.
Need onsite incubation
& growth prior to
sending.

Mayo Clinic Laboratories

Email:
mclgloballogistics@mayo.edu
Gen phone: 800-533- 1710

AST for CFM, CRO, CIP,
TET

No noted exclusions.

Follow guidance
ZMMLS - Overview:
Antimicrobial
Susceptibility, Aerobic
Bacteria, Varies
(mayocliniclabs.com)

Results in 4-7 days

Can order: Cefepime,
Cefotaxime,
Ceftazidime, Ofloxacin,
Penicillin, & Rifampin



https://www.labcorp.com/tests/008128/gc-neisseria-gonorrhoeae-culture-only
mailto:clientservices@aruplab.com
mailto:mclgloballogistics@mayo.edu
https://www.mayocliniclabs.com/test-catalog/overview/8073#Specimen
https://www.mayocliniclabs.com/test-catalog/overview/8073#Specimen
https://www.mayocliniclabs.com/test-catalog/overview/8073#Specimen
https://www.mayocliniclabs.com/test-catalog/overview/8073#Specimen
https://www.mayocliniclabs.com/test-catalog/overview/8073#Specimen
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